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ANTHONY BLUNT-—the former.
art adviser to'the Queen.who was
stripped .of his knighthood when
he was exposed as-.a Sevietispy
two..years ago—has:admitted te
TherSunday Times-that he paid a’
secret - visit- to+ his. fellow-agent
Kim Philby - in. Befrut~in 1964,
before Philby finally defected; to
Moscow. - He -wenty under’ the
cover: of a British..Councilspooe:
sored - trip, “"whiclr:/ apparently.
escaped’ the - attemdon. of *the
secret;services.; (o7 T
. There i3 also evidence~ that:
Blunt -had a- second’ rendezvous.
with - Philby: ' just. -before: . Philby.
finally “defected tow.Moscow.” We
have learned::thatr-the:twe- met:
some timerduring the' crucial per-
iod ‘when Philby was: finally mak-1
ing-up his.mind. Bfunt has denied
that he - met . Philby_.in~ Beirut,
though he -hast not. denied’
‘that a meeting did .take. place. It
is .possible . that' the. rendezvous.
was. outside Lebanony” i January:
1963, during a-brief period when
Philby lefe Beicut.. . -~ ° ¢
. 'These latest revelations about
the: extent “of Blunt’s. activities .
come in-the- midst of & welter of |
new detail -about. the -extent ofi
Britain’s postwar spy. standal. . |

. Last’ week' The .Sunday: Times!
exposed the.-spying activities of!|
Leo-Long,another-member of the-;
circle of Cambridge students con-|
verted to the Soviet ‘cause in the |
1930s. Today, on page-three, we
reveal that.a.fellow-undergradu-

ate- of those:’days, -whom MI5
believed. had~beerr a:spy  with
Blunt,” now . says she! was forced
into-talking by the bullyinag tactics,,
of-the~imtelligence- officers -whe-
interviewed him.: . it s
- ~The -1961., meeting . Beirut ™
between- Blunt -and - Philby - took ;
plaee” just:'after. the “arrest . of -
‘another - Soviet *~agent,-- George "
‘Blake;. who :was, séntenced’ 10- 42:.
years’ imprisonment at.the Old;
Bailey. in :theisummer: of. thatj
year;.and its timing is critical for
twlo&rea§9n§"§7"§'}":3;:7‘.i‘,i'fl 7
® ‘It raises theistrong: possibility 3
that Blunt went to Beirut to per-

suade Philby;to-defect: 1o Moscow
like his predecessors, Burgess and |
Maclean—a,: degision-! Philby; in]
fact - postponed’: for "another: 13
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eIt appears~to,contradict.matjs
claim that he had abandoned his’
espionage - connections-. by 1951
‘Until today MI57and’ Migofficers
have - apparently ‘not: been aware]
of BlunP’s- clandestine, rendezvous
dncBeirut, F v L L0 o R
_ Yesterday:Blunt, in a statement
prepared. by ‘his solicitor Michael
Rubinstein, rclaimed that he Jhad ¢
not -e x erted-*pressure.”:-on
‘Philby.- But At is. hard to .accept
that. The trip-to Beirut came at.
-exactly -the time _when the  KGB
were .also’ -pressing -Philby -t
« dome -home »“to: Moscow.~-The,
Blake . arrest”'meant “that - their"
British ‘network, rwhich:-had -in=
cluded Philby and Blunt, was vul-.
nerable,since Blake:> was said 10
be confessing.a great deal-tohis.
MIS interrogators...It-was’ vital
that -Philby ~should mot .face: 1n-]
terrogation by British intelligence
in-London-if both their skins were
to'be saved;™ U T w0
Blunt had learned,:~too, “‘that
Philby was drinking so-excessxvgly_ ]
that he could no longer be relied
on to-keep quiet at 2 time when
British’ intelligence was closing int.
on the Cambridge spy ring..".© .
" Blunt-also confirmed yesterday
that: during:his stay in Beirut he
stayed with-Sir Ponsonby Moore -
Crosthwaite, then British.ambas-

*sador ' to»Lebanon. Crosthwaite,’
“now’’ 74, who- had been a close
“friend ‘of - Blunt’s. since. the late;
“twenties, recalls. the.trip well. ._]
- _<Anthony..came .out’ with his:
:-companien, - John- Gaskell ~and-
" stayed . at-.the ambassador’s- resin
* dence for-about, a fortnight,” he|
*rold The Sunday:Times yesterday.!
T knew -Philby,. of course;-but i
Antheny;-of whom 1 was-a long-:!

standing. - friend and admirer;|
- pever- told me: he was . seeing |
‘Philby>in Beirut. I knew theré |
.was a quedtion mark in Whitehall|

about. Philby»If he really -went ;|
yto.warn. PHilby then Pve lost.qon- |
“fidence- in- any of his statements. |
‘Blunt rather made use of me.”. |
.~.Crosthwaite said that he had|
been~ aware ..of | Blunt’s Marxist ||
¢onvictions, but he- had never |

:suspected. his close friend might

be.working" for the. |

Asked whether Blunt mizht have.
spied while visiting him at British|
einbassies ‘abroad_. on previous|
occasionsy: ~-Crosthwaite replieds

Xussians. |

hilby in !

|

|
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«Absolutely . impossible.  I'vé|
en | rs- home, but it wuuld.-“\

Have' been' impossible.  I’s -un-

‘thinkable that Anthony would ask;

me about-state affairs- You -mayy
think me an awful innocent fool,:
but.even I would have been sur-|
prised if Anthony had asked-fnei
whether. -we’d “brokex Russian,
cyphers or:anything secret at the

‘embassy.”-

"~ Crosthwaite said he had “twice'
been questioned about his know-
Jedge of Blunt and other.contem-|
iporartes . who .may. also - have’,
‘worked for.the KGB. “T was first |
visited in the mid-sixties when I
was-ambassador-to- Sweden;” said
‘Crosthwaite.» . Then, after my!
retirement, the Foreign Office.
‘asked me: to-see a man.from the |
_security: services. That man- told
me they were §ti11.searchl}'xg.f,or_f
»theroriginal source -of evil—the-
~original, seducer.; I+ had te say.
“most” strongly ¢no” I was quite
“innocent: of any.knowledge”.
- Crosthwaite mever: -raised the'
Jissue with Blunt. **My instinct
“told-me that this was-.a ‘private
matter,” he said, * and it "was
better ‘not . to raise “'it: with
.Anthony. I didn’t want:to bother;
him about it. Until two years ago
1 was absolutely ‘a: devoted - ad-.
“inirer of Antheny:Blunt. Now:I
-think it would. have.been better |
“if ‘he had died?- . i syl v
... Philby stayed on in Beirut-until’,
January- 1963,; -when. an-:’MI6]
officer, -Nicholas Elliott, was’séent.
_to Beirut by:Sir Dick White, then:
‘MI6’s -director -generdl... *0On.!
January. 10" Elliott ‘questioned '
“Philby .at” a*flat which M1I6;had'!
rented for him in Beirut. = ‘7 .
Eventually Philby admitted ‘he!
had spied for the Russians,” but
. he:refused :to: make..a  written.
statement ‘or- fly straight back: 101’
~London:with the MI16 man.-Philby
“said-he “wanted ‘time 'to- think’
~things- ~over ”-} -Elliott  tempted
him with J“the "“possibility- - +of |
-immunity.’ . Philby . insisted -onj
“more time-to: ‘think-and Elliott]
returned to :Britain.  On January,
-23. Philby sailed from Beirut for!
Russia.: 7 - ; ey
. Blunt’s.trip, therefore, did have '
:a-meastre of success.-Bhilby does |
:appear.:t6 have him convinced |
-that he: should- not ~return~toi
"London’ to face further interro-
gation. If he had done so, Blunt’s

name would almost certainly.have \

rolled -gut. e
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